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Dear Friends: 

 
Individually, Colorado's home visiting models do incredible work. When considered 
together, Colorado's home visiting efforts are simply staggering. 
 
Colorado's home visiting system plays an essential role in the lives of thousands of families 
and our collaborative approach across home visiting models is seen as a shining example to 
states across the country. Together, our programs reached more than 10,500 children and 
their families from pregnancy through kindergarten. We are grateful for the perseverance 
and resiliency of our home visitors, families, and models as they faced another year of 
uncertainty and change. This report visualizes Colorado's home visiting landscape and 
reflects the collective work of many of its home visiting programs. We are pleased to share 
a snapshot of these efforts and the outstanding impact that the continuum of home 
visiting programs has achieved. By compiling and sharing cross program data we want to 
illuminate the full context of home visiting in Colorado. 
 
The last year was defined by efforts to ensure that home visiting is included as an 
important part of Colorado’s early childhood system. Our member models engaged in an 
impressive array of settings and conversations to ensure that we lay a strong foundation for 
future growth of Colorado’s home visiting system and build our collective capacity to reach 
our goals. We were grateful for the opportunity to engage with many thought leaders across 
the state as part of the Home Visiting Investment Taskforce effort to chart a collective 
vision for home visiting’s future in Colorado. We are excited about the new opportunities 
presented through the recommendations. 

Concurrently, the Colorado Home Visiting Coalition developed system capacity in terms of 
advocacy, communications, collaboration, and data analysis/ research. Moving forward, 
we will work to advocate for expansion of investments by our federal and state partners 
in Colorado’s home visiting systems, with a particular focus on ensuring the availability 
of programs to the families that need them the most. Our work continues to be guided by 
the knowledge of the tremendous gains that Colorado achieves by investing in its youngest 
residents and their families early on in life. Together the Colorado Home Visiting Coalition 
works to ensure that all families in Colorado are supported to thrive. 
 
We are delighted to share the work Colorado’s home visiting community was able to 
accomplish together this year and look forward to 2022! 
 

Laura Knudtson, Ph.D. 
Director and Chair of the Colorado Home Visiting Coalition 

Letter from the Chair
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Home visiting is a service-delivery model that meets families where they are. These 
voluntary programs focus on the whole family’s health, educational and economic future. 
Together these programs support parents as they manage the challenges of raising babies 
and young children. Home visiting connects families and caregivers with the resources 
necessary to be successful in life. 

Early childhood home visiting services improve prenatal, maternal, and infant health 
outcomes, promote positive parenting practices, prevent child abuse and neglect, and 
increase child and family school readiness. These high-quality, evidence-based programs 
help build parenting skills and address the challenges faced by under-resourced families 
with young children.

What is home visiting?

Meeting families “where they are”
Home visiting programs meet families “where they are,” providing 
services in a location they choose; removing barriers to participation, 
building trust and uncovering hidden strengths. Despite the name, 
“home visits” happen anywhere comfortable for the family: houses, 
apartments, libraries, doctors’ offices, motels or virtually.

Two generation approach 
Through a multi-generation approach, home visiting programs lead to 
better economic outcomes for parents and children, helping to break 
the cycle of poverty. Home visiting is a simultaneous investment in 
the caregiver and the child. 

Building knowledge and capacity 
Home visiting builds families’ knowledge and capacity to support their 
children’s development and learning. All parents have the potential to 
become their child’s first and best teacher. Home visiting helps unlock 
that potential

Home visiting models support parents and children in different 
ways, but all Colorado models share the following traits
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A complementary continuum

Ages Served by 
Colorado Models

Colorado’s home visiting models provide a continuum of 
complementary programs supporting families during and after 
pregnancy and up through kindergarten. Having multiple 
models available provides families with a choice about the type 
of program that best fits their needs. Family choice and local 
decision making are critical to the success of our programs. 

There is no “one-size fits all” model, each has a different 
purpose and outcomes:  
 • Models target and serve different age groups and have other eligibility restrictions

 • Home visitors bring different levels of education and training

Home visiting serves a range of ages

Models in the Colorado Home Visiting Coalition

Note: Nurse-Family Partnership, while not a member of CHVC, is a critical model in CO. So we 
have included them here. NFP has graciously shared data with CHVC to enable this report to 
more fully capture the breadth of home visiting in CO.

Home visitors can be:

• trained nurses
• social workers
• trained peers
• child development 

specialists

*

*
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1. From Colorado Results First https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5_3yhvPtgh-YnI2X3Brc0pMcWs/view

An investment that pays
Numerous studies find that the benefits home visiting 
programs provide to families, children and the wider 
community far outweigh their cost. And while no one 
model achieves all outcomes, together the continuum of 
Colorado’s home visiting models do remarkable things. 
Collectively Colorado’s home visiting models have been 
shown to make significant impacts in areas ranging 
from reduced child welfare involvement and improved 
school readiness to better health outcomes and improved 
economic self-sufficiency. 

Home visiting programs produce a wide array of outcomes
Collectively Colorado’s home visiting models have been shown to make significant impacts 
in the following areas 

• Better pregnancy outcomes 
• Improved school readiness 
• Reduced child welfare involvement
• Economic self-sufficiency 
• Better health outcomes 
• Stronger parent-child bonding

• Connection to resources
• Reduced parental isolation 
• Increase in positive parenting 

practices
• Healthier child development
• Reduced child maltreatment
• Reduced foster care placement 

Colorado’s home 
visiting models 
return $1.50 to $6 
in benefits for each 
dollar spent

1
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Data and demographics

Hispanic 58%

White 32%

African American 5.7%

Multi-racial 2.1%

Asian American 2.0%

American Indian 
Alaska Native

1.2%

Race and Ethnicity of Parents Served

53,984 visits
Does not include Home Based Headstart or NFP

10,628 Data for 2020-2021

children

81% families income below 200% of federal poverty line

live in poverty

38% 62% of parents speak English, 30% Spanish, 8% speak other languages

non-English speakers
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Advocacy
In 2020-2021, the Colorado Home Visiting Coalition continued to play a critical role in 
advocating for home visiting and the families served by our member models. 

CHVC organized virtual hill visits with Colorado’s Congressional delegation to advocate for 
including $150 million for MIECHV (Maternal, Infant Early Childhood Home Visiting) as 
part of COVID stimulus. In March 2021, Congress approved $150 million in special funding 
for MIECHV, increasing one-time funding for home visiting in Colorado by more than 
$2,500,000. 

CHVC partnered with Save the Children Action Network to deliver Advocacy 101 Trainings 
to home visitors and family members. These trainings equipped those directly involved in 
home visiting with the tools to advocate for themselves and the programs they value. 

CHVC actively advocated for including home visiting programs within Colorado's proposed 
Department of Early Childhood. CHVC issued public comment, met with key stakeholders 
and participated in various work groups to articulate the importance of including home 
visiting within the new department. As a result of these and many other efforts, home 
visiting programs were included in the Department of Early Childhood Transition Plan. 

Collaboration
In November 2020, the Early Childhood Leadership Commission (ECLC) assembled 
the Home Visiting Investment Task Force (HVITF) to develop a set of recommendations 
to expand access and increase quality of home visiting services across the state. The 
Taskforce included a broad range of stakeholders, selected by the State, with varied 
expertise and experience with home visiting. 

CHVC and its members were a critical part of the Taskforce and instrumental in 
advocating for expansion of home visiting services and the deepening of cultural 
competency among programs. Data compiled by CHVC helped anchor the discussion and 
decisions in a clear understanding of the "on-the-ground" realities. 

In summer 2021, HVITF members released recommendations intended to serve 
as a blueprint for expanding and strengthening Colorado's home visiting system. 
Recommendations addressed key issues related to:
• Availability and Collaboration
• Advocacy and Coalition Work
• Financing
• Innovation and Learning From COVID-19
• Outreach, Marketing, and Awareness
• Qualified Workforce

 

CHVC year in review
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CHVC year in review
Research
CHVC created The Maternal, Childhood and Community 
Factors Database. This free on-line database makes 
searchable and mappable more than 60 variables from 
dozens of sources. The MCCF brings together county-
level data to create an "all-in-one" database to help 
early childhood and home visiting organizations better 
understand the local challenges, strengths, gaps, and 
demographic context. Making the database available for 
free and providing training helps home visiting sites and 
others better leverage data to make strategic decisions 
and better compile evidence for expansion and targeted 
efforts.

 

Communications
Developed a public education campaign around 
home visiting: You're there for them. We're here for 
you. The campaign includes a selection of different 
posters that CHVC customizes for local home visiting 
sites and coalitions to reflect local options, priorities 
and approaches. By providing free, customizable, 
high-quality marketing materials to sites lessens the 
burden on already over-taxed staff, while also ensuring 
consistency in messaging. 

 

Workforce
CHVC developed an on-line resource for 
exploring early childhood career pathways. 
The Early Childhood Career Pathways tool 
allows users to visualize the steps necessary 
to pursue various careers. The tool also 
allows users to see the career pathways 
which require different educational and certification prerequisites. Making this information 
widely available helps home visitors identify avenues for growth and enables those 
interested in a career in home visiting to better understand how to enter the field. 

We're here for youWe're here for you

Learn more at: www.cohomevisiting.org

Colorado has multiple family support programs
available in many communities.

Home visiting programs are free, voluntary and
designed to meet parents where they are.

We're here for youWe're here for you

Colorado has multiple family support programs
available in many communities. 

Home visiting programs are free, voluntary and
designed to meet parents where they are.

Learn more at: www.cohomevisiting.org
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“As a result of participating in Baby Bear Hugs I have more 
patience with my children...Because of Baby Bear Hugs, I am more 
confident, better equipped, and excited to handle any challenges 
that come our way.”~ Baby Bear Hugs parent

“We are better parents because of this program!” ~ Baby Bear Hugs 
parent

“We are so thankful for SafeCare it helped us become better 
parents, and feel like we were not alone in this parenting journey. 
We feel more confident in guiding our daughter, and making sure 
we keep her safe and healthy.” ~ SafeCare parent

“Thank you for not only teaching me so much but for being a 
supportive and kind listener when I really needed an ear. My 
son and our family have gained so much from this course and I 
couldn't be more grateful for your time and your skills...you've had 
such a positive impact on us.”~ A mother writing to her SafeCare 
home visitor

“I love seeing the babies and families grow together every time 
they come in. The prevention in community mental health early 
on destigmatizes mental health before concerns become issues.” ~ 
HealthySteps® Specialist

“I love seeing families grow with their children, seeing their 
confidence in parenting grow.” ~ HealthySteps® Specialist

Parents and home visitors
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“My PAT educator has been one of the biggest supports for me and 
my kids.” ~ PAT parent

“My parent educator has been there for me during the most 
difficult times in my life and I cannot express my thanks for 
this program....I signed up for PAT to give my children a better 
childhood and to learn to be the best I can for them... not only that 
but I am growing as an individual as I also help my children learn 
and grow.” ~ PAT parent

“We love how engaging [HIPPY] is and how it fosters a loving 
relationship at home, and how it builds a foundation for years to 
come, of communication and understanding between parent and 
child.” ~ HIPPY parent

“Our children cherish the HIPPY books and will never let them go. 
They want to read them over and over. It has given both girls strong 
imaginations and confidence with books and a love for time before 
bed to read together. It's something I never expected and am so 
thankful for!” ~ HIPPY parent

Parents and home visitors
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Reach of home visiting

Colorado is fortunate to have at least one home visiting program available in every county. 
As each model focuses on different goals, ages, and family circumstances, complementary 
programming is needed to ensure that all interested families have the opportunity to 
participate at any stage of their child’s early development.

Note: There are seven counties with only one home visiting program (NFP). As NFP is not 
designed to serve children older than 24 months, or families with multiple children, many 
in these counties do not have access to home visiting. These counties are: Clear Creek, 
Gilpin, Grand, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Jackson, and Lake.

Home Visiting Models Offered in Each County 
See appendix (page 16-17) for complete details

Models available
1 2 3 4 5 6
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Children Served
Percentage of all kids receiving services (2020-2021)
(all kids under 6 in 2020 according to Colorado Dept. of Local Affairs estimate 6-21)

Metro Inset

See inset 
for more 
detail
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Healthy Families America
For nearly 30 years, Healthy Families America (HFA) an evidence-
based parent support and education program has worked toward 
a singular vision: all children receive nurturing care from their 
family that leads to a healthy, long, and successful life. HFA promotes child well-being 
and prevents the abuse and neglect of children in communities around the world through 
family-focused and empathic support provided in the home.

CHVC Member models
Baby Bear Hugs (BBH) 
Baby Bear Hugs’ programs benefit families by increasing 
school readiness, increasing health and well-being of 
families, and enabling children to grow up healthy, happy, 
ready to learn and able to reach their potential. BBH provides parenting education, support, 
and connection to community resources for families from pregnancy through 5 years old in 
9 Northeastern Colorado counties. Services are delivered by Certified Parenting Educators 
using evidence-based curriculum including Partners for a Healthy Baby and Nurturing 
Parenting, supplemented by a continuum of services based on individual family needs. 

HealthySteps®

HealthySteps®, a program of ZERO TO THREE® is an evidence-
based, interdisciplinary pediatric primary care program that 
promotes the health, well-being and school readiness of babies 
and toddlers, with an emphasis on families living in low-income 
communities.

Home-Based Head Start 
Home-Based Head Start promotes the school readiness of 
low-income children by enhancing their cognitive, social, 
and emotional development. This takes place in a learning 
environment that supports children’s growth in language, 
literacy, mathematics, science, social and emotional functioning, creative arts, physical 
skills, and approaches to learning. Home-Based Head Start is delivered in the home by a 
trained home visitor, family advocate, or an infant/toddler educator.
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CHVC Member models

The Lowry 
Pediatrics 
HealthySteps® 
team shares 
Learn the Signs 
Act Early books 
with families.

Parents as Teachers (PAT) 
Parents as Teachers (PAT) is an evidence-based parent education 
and support program designed to empower parents as their child’s 
first teacher. PAT works with families from pregnancy until their 
child completes kindergarten. PAT aims to improve parenting 
practices by increasing a parent’s knowledge of early childhood development. Parent 
educators provide early detection of developmental delays and health issues, help prevent 
child abuse and neglect, and increase children’s school readiness and success.

SafeCare® Colorado 
SafeCare® Colorado is a free, voluntary parent support program 
for parents and caregivers with children ages five and under 
who need extra support to keep their families safe and healthy. 
Parent support providers help parents build on their existing 
skills in the areas of parent-child interactions, home safety and child health. 

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters (HIPPY)
Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) is an 
evidence-based home visiting program that helps parents prepare their 
2, 3, 4 and 5-year old children for success in school and throughout life. 
HIPPY strengthens communities and families by empowering parents to 
play an active role in preparing their children for school. HIPPY uses a 
peer-delivered, home visitation model, with trained home visitors providing 
weekly visits to work one-on-one with parents of preschool aged children.
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The Colorado Home Visiting 
Coalition
The Colorado Home Visiting Coalition (CHVC) collaborates to strengthen 
and advance effective home visiting services across Colorado.  
 
Working to ensure that all families in Colorado are supported to 
thrive, CHVC is a coalition of leadership organizations representing 
the statewide and local level needs of early childhood home visiting 
programs. Its membership is comprised of organizations that represent 
complementary, evidence-based home visitation services for pregnant families and 
families with young children through kindergarten. Member organizations incorporate a 
preventative, holistic, two-generation approach intended to break the cycle of poverty by 
providing health and education supports. CHVC works to advocate in general for home 
visiting and the home visiting system in Colorado, though not all home visiting programs 
are members of CHVC. Learn more at: www.cohomevisiting.org

Colorado Home Visiting Coalition Voting Members

Intermediary Organizations
Unlike many other states, Colorado has several intermediary organizations designated 
by the model developer to provide local support, coordination, evaluation, and training 
resources to the local sites implementing that model. These organizations are critical to 
building the capacity of sites to faithfully and fully implement the evidence-based models 
with fidelity and ensure that Colorado’s children and families are receiving the full benefits 
available from their home visiting program.

Colorado’s intermediary organizations 
• Assuring Better Child Health and Development – HealthySteps®

• Illuminate Colorado – Healthy Families America®

• Invest in Kids – Nurse-Family Partnership®

• The Kempe Center – SafeCare® Colorado
• Parent Possible – HIPPY and Parents as Teachers
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CHVC appreciates the 
support of:
• Assuring Better Child Health & 

Development
• Baby Bear Hugs
• Clayton Early Learning
• Colorado Children’s Campaign
• Early Milestones
• Family Visitor Programs
• Illuminate Colorado
• Invest in Kids
• The Kempe Center
• Mile High United Way
• Office of Early Childhood – Colorado 

Department of Health and Human 
Services

• Parent Possible
• Raise Colorado
• Save the Children Action Network
• Spring Institute for Intercultural Learning

Funding for CHVC comes from:

Acknowledgements
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Appendix 
Nurse-Family 
Partnership® SafeCare®

Parents as
Teachers HIPPY

Home-
Based 
Head Start

Baby 
Bear 
Hugs HealthySteps

®

Healthy 
Families 
America

Models 
Available

Adams • • • • • 5

Alamosa • • • • • 5

Arapahoe • • • • • 5

Archuleta • • 2

Baca • • 2

Bent • • • • 4

Boulder • • • • 4

Broomfield • • 2

Chaffee • • • 3

Cheyenne • • 2

Clear Creek • 1

Conejos • • • 3

Costilla • • • • 4

Crowley • • • • 4

Custer • • 2

Delta • • 2

Denver • • • • • • 6

Dolores • • • 3

Douglas • • 2

Eagle • • 2

El Paso • • • 3

Elbert • • 2

Fremont • • • 3

Garfield • • 2

Gilpin • 1

Grand • 1

Gunnison • 1

Hinsdale • 1

Huerfano • • • • 4

Jackson • 1

Jefferson • • • • • • 6

Kiowa • • 2

Kit Carson • • 2

La Plata • • • 3

Lake • 1

Larimer • • • • 4

Las Animas • • • • 4
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Appendix (cont.)
Nurse-Family 
Partnership® SafeCare®

Parents as
Teachers HIPPY

Home-
Based 
Head Start

Baby 
Bear 
Hugs HealthySteps

®

Healthy 
Families 
America

Models 
Available

Lincoln • • 2

Logan • • • 3

Mesa • • • • 4

Mineral • • • 3

Moffat • • 2

Montezuma • • • 3

Montrose • • 2

Morgan • • • • • 5

Otero • • • • • 5

Ouray • • 2

Park • • 2

Phillips • • • 3

Pitkin • • 2

Prowers • • 2

Pueblo • • • • • 5

Rio Blanco • • 2

Rio Grande • • 2

Routt • • • 3

Saguache • • • • 4

San Juan • • 2

San Miguel • • 2

Sedgwick • • • 3

Summit • • • 3

Teller • • • 3

Washington • • • 3

Weld • • • 3

Yuma • • • 3

Counties 
Served

64 40 32 17 10 9 8 3



We're here for youWe're here for you

Colorado has multiple family support programs
available in many communities. 

Home visiting programs are free, voluntary and
designed to meet parents where they are.

Learn more at: www.cohomevisiting.org

Colorado Home Visiting Coalition

The Colorado Home Visiting Coalition 
is funded by the following foundations:

800 Grant St. #200  
Denver, CO 80203
cohomevisiting.org


